NEWS - FROM THE PAST & THE PRESENT 
An ex-slave lived to the age of 121 in Alabama and died in 1976 
[photographs of ex-slaves] : = 


Interesting newspaper article from Rome News Tribune January 13, 1976, 
Rome, Georgia 
Elba, Alabama — 


Charlie Porter, born a slave 121 years ago and perhaps the oldest man in Alabama, has died in the 
tin shack where he lived for decades without electricity or a telephone. 


Uncle Charlie Porter and Gov. George Wallace, on Courthouse square in Elba — picture taken by 
Sandy Bynum from Nell Gilmer 


stern: Mluto: 


Uncle Charlie with Clive Collier, John Collier and Will Martin picture taken by Sandy Bynum from Nell 
Gilmer 


Well-known in the town of Elba 


“Uncle Charlie,” as he was known in the rural southeast Alabama town where he lived his entire life, 
was found dead in his shack by friends Monday afternoon. Authorities said he died of natural causes. 


Porter's age was based on a Medicaid card which listed his birth date as July 1854. A local funeral 
home is searching for relatives, and funeral services have been scheduled for Friday at Elba Zion 


Baptist Church. 
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Active despite his age 


Despite his age, Porter was &active even in the last years of his life, routinely setting out for Elba each 
morning on foot. He usually picked up a ride along thé way, and once in town, with knapsack over his 
shoulder, he would purchase a jug of city water and return home. 


Front row seat with First Lady 


Last September, when Gov. George C. Wallace’s wife, Cornelia, was honored in her hometown of 
Elba, Porter was honored also by being given a front row seat on the parade reviewing stand with the 


states First Lady. 


Uncle Charlie Porter picture taken by Sandy Bynum from Nell Gilmer 


He was born a slave, whose name changed as he was sold to different families. He was owned by 
the Porters, and kept their name, at the time of emancipation. 
¢ 


Beloved black man 
This information about Charlie Porter is on Elba’s city information page. 


One of the most colorful residents in recent memory was Uncle Charlie Porter. He was a beloved 
black man who was born onto slavery and lived to be about 122 years old. He lived on Railroad Hill 
on the Old Samson Highway with his wife Quida Weedy. The couple did not have any children. This 
much loved, unique citizen walked to town everyday, wearing his overalls, black felt hat and brogan 
shoes. He always had a beard. Also, he carried a burlap sack over his shoulder, which held personal 
items and purchases of the day. His very loud, but pleasant voice could be heard for blocks. 
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Uncle Charlie Porter picture taken by Sandy Bynum from Nell Gilmer 


NOTE FROM NELL GILMER: 


His funeral program says that he is buried in the Evergreen, the city cemetery, but there’s not a 
marker and the funeral h6m& has a new owner and there’s nobody around who knows exactly where 
Uncle Charlie is buried. We are going to put a monument in an old section of the cemetery where 
many black families were buried before the new section opened up for all to be buried; not 
segregated. 
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Funeral Rites Of CHARLIE PORTER 
ELBA ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
Newton Street - Elba, Alabama 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 1976 - 10:00 A.M. 


REV. JOHN L. GREYER 


PROGRAM 


“+ Processional 
Selection By Church Choir 


Scripture Reading 
Prayer 


Selection By Church Choir 
TRIBUTE 


Mrs. Annie P. Bullard 
Expressions Of Citizens 
(LIMIT - ONE MINUTE) 


Selection By Church. Choir 
EULOGY 


REV: JOHN L. GREYER 
Recessional 


Interment At Evergreen Cemetery 
COLEMAN BROS. DIRECTING 


A cknowledgements 


Close friends of Brother Porter Charlie was born in 1854, ard 
wish to express their gratitude died at 121 years of age. No 
to all citizens, City, County other information is 
and State officials, for kind available as to his family or 
deeds rendered during this relatives, 


time of bereavement. 


MASONS WILL SERVE AS PALLBEARERS 
FLOWER BEARERS WILL BE FRIENDS 


REMEMBRANCE OF UNCLE CHARLIE 


By Rita Davis & Mary Phillips 


Uncle Charlie used to go to the Grocery Store. 
He would talk to his boys and girls and then he would go. 
But Uncle Charlie, Uncle Charlie, he won’t go by no more. 


Uncle Charlie used to come down the road 
With a sack on his back even when it was cold. ° 
But Uncle Charlie, Uncle Charlie, he won’t go by no more. 


He remembered the Civil War. 

He remembered when we didn’t even have cars. 

He Live in a little house in the wood — 

Didn’t have no electric lights, so he seen while he. could. 
But Uncle Charlie, Uncle Charlie, he won’t go by no more. 


Now Uncle Charlie was very old. 

He lived a life that could never be told 

But when ever Uncle Charlie would go by 

People would say you know Charlie is very old. 

But Uncle Charlie, Uncle Charlie, he won’t go by no more. 


Now this is the end of my song, 

And as you know Uncle Charlie is dead and gone. 
But, Uncle Charlie, Uncle Charlie — 

Uncle Charlie won’t come by no more. 
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A... Allred says: 
January 31, 2016 at 7:30 am 


That new share bar blocks all the content on the left, making it difficult to read on an iPhone 5s. 
Redevelop? 


Reply 


e Idon L. Merritt says: 


January 31, 2016 at 7:32 am 


I would Love to be a part of any good group of people who are interested in locating the grave 
sites of Uncle Charlie Porter (Potter) and his wife Weedy. Charlie was always ready to share his 
story with anyone who asked. I feel that if the exact location cannot be found, then a fitting 
marker should be erected in the proper part of Evergreen cemetery in the City of Elba. It is with 
pride that I offer my help with time and money to bring closure to this lost and found matter. My 
heart felt thanks to Uncle Charlie. 


Reply 


. arizmah Yelverton Magwood says: 
June 24, 2016 at 10:33 am 


I am in the process of getting a landmark for Mr. Porter 


Reply 


ze | 
° de... Jackson says: 


- See more at: http://alabamapioneers.com/slave-elba-alabama/#sthash.50mqsy87.dpuf 
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| family. : a 
' A remarkable gharateristic of | he went to see his boy and girl, 


‘“Uncle Charlie” is his refusal to| Arthur Owen and his wife, Eliza, | 


‘land raises a good garden. 


“Uncle Charlie” Porter Is Oldest Resident | 


By C. B. MCDOWELL walking such a short distance 
“Uncle Charlie” Porter, pro-]}His stamina and longevity is 
bably the oldest colored resident; attributed to the fact that he Is 
of this’ area, was born during| half Indian, deriving his rugged 

;slavery times in Henry County | qualities from that hardy race. 
and ‘lived there until after the} “Uncle Charlie” said he never 
abolition of slavery. had any children of ‘his own, 
| He said his first master was; but has a lot of boys and girls, 
Mr, Potter, but afterward his} including the: Allred Vehildren, 
new master was Mr. Porter,| Jess Blocker, Oscar and Lee Eng- 
whose name he took. lish, Ernest, Arthur and Jack 
| After gaining his freedom, | Owen, Harold English, Dud Eng-' 
‘young ” Charlie Porter came to|lish, Hollan Harrison, George) 
Coffee County and went to live / Collier and others, ~ le 
with the family of Tobe Allred,! Sufferlng for want of bread, 
a large plantation owner In the} or clothing has no fear for Unele 
fsouth part of the counly, He| Charlie as any: of his boys will 
worked on the plantation for|give him anything he needs if 

several years and he said hejhe asks them for help. 

could not have been treated bet-' The former slave sald that al-{ 
ter anywhere and learned to! though he may not appear to 
have great love and highest es-! be weak from old age, he can- 
teem for members of the Allred | not stand as much work as he) 
used to, On a recent Saturday 


grow old in ‘appearance. Jess|/and their yard needed cleaning, 
Blocker, rural mail carrier, said|so he gave it a good sweeping. 
he found “Uncle Charlie’ work-j He is always willing to help any 
ing at a turpentine still when he} of his boys and girls In any way 
first began carrying the mail,| he can. . 
46 years ago, and he looked as} ‘Uncle Charlie” has for many 
old then as now, Many of our) years been a familiar character 
older residents say they have} on the streets of Elba with his 
known him all of their lives and; glasses cocked nbove one eye and 
he has always been an old man.| hanging below the other, . ; 
It is generally thought that he} He said there Js a big 
must be 100 years old or more, ; difference between the young 
“Uncle Charlie” owns his home} folks when he. was. younger and). 
with two acres of ground on the| now. When parents used to'send'} 
old Samson road, two miles south! their children to the store for. 
of Elba, where he lived many] groceries, they returned within | 
years. He has hogs, chickens,| an hour, but now they are likely 
+to stay all day oand:perhaps a 
The Centenarian and his wife| part of the night. He deplores 
freouently walk two miles to Elba) this change in the habits of 
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Hey Nell, 
Randy Parker again. | was able to get in touch with one of the Lewis family members. They don’t remember the exact location but did say I was correct, when facing the Cemetery it is on 
the back right hand side. | haven't been to Elba yet, but will let you know when I come. In the meantime, below is a photo of where | believe he should be buried if memory serves me 
correctly. 


Randy #. Parker 
Alabama ABC Board, SOC Division Supervisor 
(334)-260-5403 


From: neligilmer@troycable.net (mailto:nellgilmer@troycable.net) 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 1:20 PM 

To: Parker, Randy <Randy.Parker@abc.alabama.gov> 

Ce: Chris Sutley <chrissutley@troycable.net> 

Subject: Re: Andalusia Article 


Interesting article. I'm forwarding it on to Chris Prescott Sutley here in Elba. I'm sure she will enjoy reading the article. She gave me some Prescott info to look up in the 
Daughters of the Amer. Revolution database. I need to go back there and look for more info after reading the article in the Andalusia Star. 


Please let me know when you are in Elba again and I'll go to Evergreen Cemetery with you to see if you remember about where Uncle Charlie is buried. We want to put a 
marker there during the AL Bicentennial. 


I might have a high school photo of your mother Eugenia in my high school file. If I do, I'll send you a copy. I remember her and her sister Louise. I never saw them after 
we graduated in 1952. I was away from here for 45 years, until we retired. I do know your sister Pat very well. She helped distribute the history of Elba book we published 
in 2013. Sweet lady! 


Nell Wilson Gilmer 


file:///C:/Users/Nell/AvpData/Local/IM/Runtime/Message/%7BCN29326N-98CC-4A91-A.... 2/27/2017 


« 
Info to be used on memorial for Uncle Charlie: 


Charlie Porter 
2 Jul 1854 — 12 Jan 1976 
Age: 121-1/2 years 
Affectionately known as 
“Uncle Charlie” 
Buried in this area on” 
16 Jan 1976 
EEE 
Facts: see attachments about the source of his last name. 


Date of date of birth and date: Social Security death index 


Death date: He was found dead at his home on Monday, Jan. 12. That date is used here. There was no 
date on the Soc. Security index; just the month and year. 


€ 
Eldon L. Merritt - + 
| would Love to be a part of any good group of people who are interested in locating the grave sites of Uncle Charlie Porter 
(Potter) and his wife Weedy. Charlie was always ready to share his story with anyone who asked. | feel that if the exact 
location cannot be found, then a fitting marker should be erected in the proper part of Evergreen cemetery in the City of 
Elba. It is with pride that | offer my help with time and money to bring closure to this lost and found matter. My heart felt 
thanks to Uncle Charlie. 


4. Sherry Prevett 


Erecting a monument in Elba honoring “Uncle Charlie” is a thoughtful, and kind gesture.It warms my heart to know 
there are individuals who truly care about others. Thank you. 


= Reply 


Fran Jacksen 


Uncle Charlie was an icon in Elba. 


y ebra Crosby 


| grew up as what was know as a town kid as | lived just across Whitewater Bridge. Saturday was shopping day and 
everyone went to town. My brother and | walked to town on Saturdays to spend our meager allowances. Uncle Charlie as he 
was called was a part of our visit to town. We always made sure to go by and say hello to him and share a smile and a story. 
His color nor mine was important and | never thought of it. He was just a wonderful loving man who loved the people of Elba, 
his home. He was not the only character we had in Elba and | am thankful for all of the people who made my childhood in 
Elba a wonderful place to grow up. The sack story was tdld, but most children who actually knew him took it as a joke that 
they held between Mr. Charlie and themselves and just let their parents use it without any fear. 


Y 


Carolyne Stokes Hornsby 


| grew up in Elba and remember always seeing uncle Charlie when we went to town, My Brother and me would always try to 
find him and talk to him while our Daddy and Momma was shopping, He would say there's my boy’s and girl's, | love little 
children, we were never afraid of him in spite of the stories they tried to scare us with. | remember seeing a picture of him in 
the Hospital sometime back in the late 70's | think, He was smiling like he always did, | don’t think there is anyone From 
Elba that knew him that didn’t love him, we sure did 


Charlie Porter 
United States Social Security Death Index 


Age: 122 
“Given Nemes Le! Wee ie me Ea hy Charlie Ce ee pepe ea ey No image available 
aa ee oe ne Bais AT OSES eto yok 
“BirtthDate: ~~ 923ul1gs4.—t—é‘é‘éw. CC OCR@cOFd Collection: 
7 Sern meena mnrmunncnrnines nena = searsns enna ncn a enemannnss seaasanuen ie mernmemncnene eemmmormnnnic mmm United States Social Security Death Index 


State: Alabama dd cuenta 
al jf Document Information: 


ef oet SmscaeW eer Caer Siereetea eh paid i ieee ee a sea - 


Previous Residence Postal Code: 36323 Citing this Record 
Event Date: : Jan 1976 “United States Social Security Death Index,” 
ae er : — — “ database, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JY2E 
WoW: 


VMS : 20 May 2014), Charlie Porter, Jan 1976; 
citing U.S. Social Security Administration, 

Pa Death Master File, database (Alexandria, 
Virginia: National Technical Information 
Service, ongoing). 
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